
PFOL 60th Anniversary
60 Years of Friends History



The 1910s and 1920s

The seeds are planted



The Pre-History

 1918 – 1926 - a few women—Elizabeth Slippern, Anna Borge, Berdie Borgen, and 

Mrs. Oscar Apeland—from the Civic Club set up and ran a small rental library out of a 

dry goods shop on Front St. for several years. The town council agreed to pay 

librarians Elizabeth Nelson and Hannah Borge about $5 a month each…the rest was up 
to the women of the Civic Club. 

 They donated books to start the library and raised money by presenting a series of 
lectures, readings, and music. 

 Patrons were asked to pay 2 cents a book for a 2-week rental and a penny a day for 
over due books—COMPLAINTS WERE HEARD!



Approximate Location of 1st Poulsbo Library



The 1930s and 1940s

The town gets serious about creating a free public library



The 30s and 40s

1930s –A small lending library was established by a local store, offering new 

books and more variety, which drew patrons away and the rental library closed 

down—the books were divided between the high school and the grade school. 

1940s – Librarian Peg Keblish brings together a group to establish a free public 

library in Poulsbo supported by a North Kitsap Free Public Library Association. 

Among those early library “friends” were future FOL mainstays, Olga 

Antonson, Esther Ness, and Pauline Rindal. They were few in number, but, in 

Esther’s words, they “baked thousands of cakes, pies, and cookies and 
embroidered hundreds of pillow cases and dish towels to support the [free] 

library.”

In 1946 a public meeting was held and it was voted to dissolve the North Kitsap 

Free Library Association and turn the entire operation and properties over to 
the town of Poulsbo in order to qualify for new State funding for public library 

services.



The 1950s
The early years – creating the Poulsbo Library Auxiliary and raising funds 

to furnish a real library building!



The Beginning

 As helpful as public funding was, it was not enough to meet all the library’s 
needs.

 March 2, 1955 – A formal “Friends of the Library” organization was established 
in order “to foster the free public library as a necessary contribution to 
community work, education and recreation and to acquaint the community 
and its government with its needs.”

 There were no dues or fees required to become a Friend, but members were 
required to “be of good moral character” and to be drawn from local 
community groups, labor, business, and religious organizations, and service 
clubs.

 They met quarterly in their own homes and worked on projects to support the 
library.

 The library had no permanent “home” but moved to wherever space could be 
found: the basement of the junior high school and a room at Town Hall used also 
for night court.



Poulsbo Public Library in the 1950s



The Friends face their first challenge

 In 1955, with library users and the Friends making posters and campaigning for its 
passage, an annual 2 mill levy was instituted to formally support the local library. 
The levy worked well … until OOPS!!

 In 1956, through an oversight, the levy was not “automatically” placed on the 
ballot—the library would not be funded in 1957! 

 Founding FOL member Esther Ness remembered, the levy had “eased our 
burden—except for the year Port Orchard forgot to put the levy on the 
ballot—so it was back to the kitchen for us.”

 Our intrepid Friends spearheaded a community-wide effort that successfully raised 
the needed $1840 to keep the library operating for another year.

 By the end of the 50s, the movable library desperately needed a permanent space. 

 Librarian Valborg Oyen agreed…and bravely asked the councilmen for a whole new 
building just for the library.



A New Start

In 1959, the Poulsbo town 

council approved a five mill 

levy for a new and 
“permanent” building. Plans for 

a small building on 2nd Avenue 

were drawn up.

In response the FOL dissolved, 
reorganized, and rededicated 

themselves to raising funds to 

make that library a reality. 

Led by Annie Campbell, Betty 
Ryan, Alice Card, and Phyllis 

McDonald, they attracted 17 

members and voted to call 

themselves the Poulsbo Library 

Auxiliary. 



First of what would be many 

fundraisers to benefit the 

proposed new library. The raffle 

brought in $91, bringing the 
treasury to $156!



The 1960s
Working to build and furnish a new library building



2nd and Moe -

Built with volunteer labor and donated materials, the new library building soon 

becomes a reality!



And the 1960s were all about furnishing the new library. 



Hard Work Pays Off

Through rummage sales, bake sales, and newspaper drives, the Poulsbo 

Library Auxiliary—6 to 10 dedicated women—led by President Stella 

Alexander—bought virtually all the furnishings for the new library:

• Tables

• Chairs

• Shelving

• Draperies
• Bookcases

• Typewriter

• Book drop

In 1965, the Town of Poulsbo recognized the hard work of the Poulsbo Library 

Auxiliary by issuing a Resolution of commendation.



Commendation from Poulsbo Town 

Council – December 1964



A Job Indeed Well Done!

Special recognition is due Stella Alexander who served as President throughout the 

decade, as well as members Alice Card, Esther Ness, Pauline Rindal, Phyllis 

McDonald, Ruby Nyholm, and Margaret Gibson and others who worked tirelessly to 
furnish the new library. 

About 1967 a county-wide FOL was formed with Muriel Williams and John Harlan of 

the Poulsbo Library Board as founding members. 

But the local Auxiliary members still continued their local work, raising funds for 

additional shelving and a dictionary stand.

Over this decade, several thousand dollars had been raised by this small group of 

“Friends” and supporters to sustain their library.

Their last recorded formal meeting of the Auxiliary was June 2, 1969, and plans 

were in motion for a 2-day book sale—the first mention of a fundraising book sale

—to be held at the Olympic Food Store on June 20 & 21.



The 1970s
Reactivation and Creation of the North Kitsap Friends of the Library



The Birth of the North Kitsap Friends of the 

Library

By the 1970s, the “do-it-yourself” library at 2nd

and Moe, now called the Valborg Oyen library in 

honor of its long-time librarian, was in need of 

updating. 

A small remnant of the “Ladies Auxiliary” was 

still lending its support, seeking donations of 

books from the public for a book sale in the fall 

of 1971—but more help was needed.

In 1972 a group chaired by Sylvia Campbell 

came together to re-energize the Friends of the 

Library. They chose the name “North Kitsap 

Friends of the Library” and immediately got to 
work!



Not for Women Only!!

 Even though the Library Auxiliary historically had been thought of as “ladies” 

auxiliary (despite all the labor done on the 2nd & Moe building by FOL 

“husbands”)—the new NKFOL made it clear they were actively looking for “a 

few good men” as well!

“even men with 

a few free 

hours are 

wanted”!



Reorganizing and Re-energizing
After drawing up a new set of bylaws and signing up 17 members, the Friends got to work 

again. The first of what would become an annual book sale netted more than $200 which 

was used to purchase a copy machine for the library.



Throughout the 1970s, NKFOL focused on raising money to fund unmet needs at the 

library. They held regular, annual book sales from a mobile cart and at various 

community locations to provide supplies to finish the shelves in the children’s room, 

purchase a new record cabinet, replace carpeting, recover seat cushions, build a unique 
collection of Scandinavian literature, and improve the landscaping around the building



The Friends also managed many 

of the window showcase 

displays at the library.

Here, long-time Friend, Esther 

Ness, exhibits her collection of 

arts and crafts gathered on 

many trips through Mexico.



And they also began to sponsor and present educational programs to promote and extend the 

library’s outreach to the community. Among their projects and programs were:

• A puppet workshop that taught how to recycle old socks, nylon stockings, buttons, wax 

paper and TV-dinner trays into queens, princesses, clowns, and hippies.

• A pre-school picture-book story hour that brought youngsters aged 3 to 5 to the library to 

experience the joy of books for the first time.

• An evening presentation on “Antique Collecting for Fun and Profit.”

• A woodcarving demonstration presented by a master woodcarver.

• A book review “tea” featuring a Seattle author.

• A variety of talks on a wide range of subjects—all free to the public.

• Annual sponsorship of awards for the children’s Summer Reading Club.

Sound familiar??



1971 Summer Reading Program Finishers



The 1980s
A New, Bigger Library is Dedicated!



More Challenges and More Success

 The 1980s began with exciting plans for a new and larger building to be built 

on a town lot on Lincoln Ave. and funded from Trident Impact funds and a 

library bond issue that had been approved by the residents of Poulsbo.



The Friends Again Begin to Raise Money to Furnish 

and Equip a New Library

• In addition to the annual book sales, the Friends of the Library also sponsored a 
series of smaller sales to bring in needed funds to enhance landscaping, install 

new window blinds, recover chairs to match the color scheme of the new library, 

refurbish the library sign, and provide a sink-hotplate-refrigerator unit and 

cupboard for the staff workroom.



• Construction on the new building 

began in the fall of 1980 and was 

completed in May of 1981. A grand 

Open House, sponsored by the 
NKFOL was held to celebrate!



New Lincoln Road Library



But Of Course It’s Never “One and Done”!

Throughout the 80s, the NKFOL devoted themselves to meeting the new library’s 

needs:

1982

1983 – not only did the FOL men help set up, they held their own 

sale downtown while the regular sale was going on at the library!



1985

1984



The 1990s
A Time to Celebrate and a Time to be Heard.



A Time to Celebrate!

1991 saw the 10th anniversary of the Poulsbo Branch library. The NKFOL hosted an open 

house, chaired by Nancy Rogers, inviting the public to tea and a guided tour.

NKFOL Members prepare for “tea” –

Louise Shields, Pauline Rindal, Ruth McLaren, Nadine Edwards
Muriel Williams & Olga Antonson



And, of course, the book sales continue to raise funds to support the library!



NKFOL Formally Incorporates and Gains 

501(c)3 Non-Profit Status



A Time to be Heard

 In 1993, the Poulsbo City Council began exploring ways to expand the 10-year-

old library.

 Space was needed for more books, an enlarged children’s area, and a meeting 

room.

 Everyone could agree on that, but it was easier said than done, and the City 

and the Library Board struggled for much of the decade with legal issues 

around who should design the expansion and how it could be funded.

 Even after the legal hurdles were cleared, the expansion faced more 

obstacles.



As with the previous 2 buildings, it was support from the Friends that 
helped make the expansion a reality and a success.

The NFKOL worked to get out the vote to pass the needed bond issue.

When the bids for the expansion came in, it was clear that it was 
going to cost more than the $1.6 million provided by the bond.

Library Board chair and NKFOL member, Ed Hakanson, assured the 

City Council that “volunteerism and donations could make up the 

difference.”

And NKFOL President Barbara Monks spoke up with what clearly has 

been the unspoken motto of the Friends in whatever form since the 

beginning:

NKFOL Takes the Lead in Getting Out the Vote and 

Supporting Library Expansion

Muriel helps get out the vote!



T-shirt worthy!!



Fundraising Starts 

Immediately to Purchase Art 

and to Complete Construction 

and the Community Room

NKFOL Donates $10,000 to kick-start fundraising 

and aims at raising the remaining $$ needed for art 

to enhance the library



The 2000s
Expanding for the New Millennium and Beyond



Construction Moves 

Forward on an 

Expanded Library 

and NKFOL is on a 

Roll to bring in 

Critical Dollars to 

Finish the Job



Wendy Hampton & Pat Keim-

Strayer head up the Millennium Art 

Fund to solicit dollars and acquire 

artwork. More than 200 
individuals, businesses, and 

foundations respond.



The art committee 

calls on David 

Franklin to provide 

unique carvings for 

the library’s entry.



NKFOL Leads the Way 

with its Book Sales 

and Calls on the 

Community to Join In

NKFOL fund-raising campaign to 

complete the community Room  

and other needed items called 

“gutsy”



NKFOL is Recognized as a 

Community Leader

“We applaud the ongoing efforts of a group of people 

who are certainly among the best this area has to 

offer—the North Kitsap Friends of the Library. … Their 

enthusiasm and die-hard attitude to give the region 
the best possible library is almost without parallel.”



While individual 

NKFOL Members 

like Bob Monks 

are Recognized 

as “Unsung 

Heroes” for 

Their Volunteer 

Efforts



And the 

Community 

Responds to 

NKFOL’s 

Positive 

Approach



Despite the Challenges, the Friends’ 

Efforts Pay Off



Branch Manager 

Susan Lavin and 

Mayor Donna Jean 

Bruce Officially 

Open the 

Expanded Library



NKFOL sponsors a Grand 

Reopening! With food and 

fun …



And beautiful artwork to enjoy…



More Beautiful Artwork Inside and Out!



The Library 

Board 

Recognizes 

NKFOL 

Members for 

Their Work

Lots of familiar faces here!!



NKFOL Continues its Efforts to Fill Many 

Remaining Needs

Though the library 

expansion opened, more 

work was needed to 

complete everything.

Here’s the group tasked 

with choosing chairs for 

the new Community Room
Ruth 
Ryen

Carol 
Jones

Helen 
Heins

Jacquie 
Ermey

Muriel 
Dodge



Ed Hakanson worked with city 

staff to secure a $50,000 grant to 

provide the much needed, and 

unbudgeted, elevator—a great help 
to those like George Morgan who 

schlepped books.



NKFOL Millennium Art Fund Honored Nationally

Betty Rogstad           Susan Lavin Yvonne Saddler  Barbara Monks

In 2001 the NKFOL received the Friends of the Library-USA “Baker & Taylor” 

Award for their successful fund raising to provide beautiful public art to 

complement the architecture of the building expansion.



In 2007 City 

of Poulsbo 

Recognizes 

Work of 

NKFOL



In 2011, NKFOL became PFOL and Today 

Continues its Work of Supporting and 

Beautifying the Library



Today we celebrate the Heart and Many Faces of the Friends—Past, Present, and Future

Presidents 1955-2015

Olga Antonson–1975, 1976

Yvonne Saddler –

2001, 2002, 2003

Jean Mason- 1978, 

1979, 1980, 1981

Barb Mitchusson –

2003, 2004, 2005, 

2006, 2007, 2008

Ed Hakanson – 2008, 

2009, 2010, 

2015 (acting)

Elly Koeppler –

1982 (shared)

Muriel Williams –

1983 - 1998
Barbara Monks- 1998, 

1999, 2000, 2001

Stella Alexander-

1960 - 1971

Elwood Fryer -

1974

Ruth McLaren – 1982 

(shared)
Sylvia Campbell 

1972-1973

Sharon Streitt 2010-2015

Donald Heym 1977 (no photo)
Annie Campbell 1955-1959



Betty Rogstad 

Secretary 1998-1999

Pauline Rindal-

VP 1983-1998

Esther Ness 

Treasurer 1961-
1985! 

Mildred Serwold

Pat Christensen

VP 1999-2000

Ethel Jensen

Barb Mitchusson

FOL Faces Past & Present -- How Many Do You Recognize?

Hope Wade

Louise Shields



Viking Fest 1992

It’s a Quilt Raffle!

Fun FOL Activities

Kitty
Fulford



Last book sale in Fire Station - 2000

First book sale in new community room - 2001

Book Sales!



The book cage “Then” - 2001

The book cage “Now”!

What a difference!! 

Book Sorters rejoice!



2004 Officers & Board

More Memories to Enjoy



Lyn Gillette 
Treasurer 
2006-2008

Vincenta 
Milenkovich 
Secretary 
2003-2006

Carol Jones 
Secretary 2001-
2003



Muriel Dodge 
Treasurer 
1994-1998, 2001-
2004



Judy Kennedy 
Secretary 2008-
2009, 2010

Dick Harrison 
VP 2001 - 2015

Bonnie Boyde 
Secretary 2011-2013



Karen 
Beauchene 
Secretary 
2006-2008

Norma Lien 
Treasurer 
1998-1999

Dale Anderson 
Treasurer 2005-2006



Congratulations to you 
all and happy 60th

Anniversary!!


